
PROCLAMATION COMMEMORATING TOWN BICENTENNIAL 

RESOLUTION #63-2005  

On a motion of Councilman Taylor, seconded by ALL, the following was  

ADOPTED      Ayes 5              Towers, Morrison, Anderson, Chamberlain, Taylor  
                        Nays 0  

WHEREAS, by eighteen hundred and five (1805) this mountain community in the southern 

Adirondacks had become unwieldy, wide in extent and a part of both Townships of Northampton 

and Mayfield in Montgomery County; and  

WHEREAS, on April 1st, 1805, sufficient inhabitants from across some 138,000 acres of former 

“Mohawk” lands met at the home of Moses Craig, separated from other members of their 

township by a long and arduous road through the woods along the full length of the Sacandaga 

River, made it desirable that a new town be formed; and  

WHEREAS, their purpose was to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic 

tranquility, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and 

their posterity; and  

WHEREAS, from these small beginnings Wells developed a proud history when economic 

conditions came to cause industry to move from the mountains, the commercial life of Wells, 

nurtured by the ample supply of skilled labor, endured longer than its neighbors; and  

WHEREAS, by the year 1892, large tanneries and sawmills were in operation; two newspapers, 

numerous inns and small businesses made Wells the center of commerce, culture and politics and 

making it the leading town in Hamilton County by reason of its diversification; and  

WHEREAS, the sweeping trend of moving from an industrial and agricultural market to a 

tourism economy was inevitable, the citizens of Wells were quick to adapt. In 1924 the town 

dammed the Sacandaga River to create Lake Algonquin attracting vacationers and second 

homeowners. Additionally, the state of New York opened one of its first public campgrounds in 

the 1930's on the banks of the Sacandaga River in Wells introducing untold thousands to the 

valley’s unparalleled natural beauty and enviable quality of life; and  

WHEREAS, remaining fruitful over the ebb and flow of decades of growth and change, the 

Town of Wells continues its commitment to enhancing the quality of life of its citizens and 

guests, ensuring a positive recreational and educational climate; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  

RESOLVED, that the Wells Town Board does hereby proclaim the year 2005 as a year of 

celebration and encourage local officials, as well as leaders of civic, social and educational 

organizations, to conduct ceremonies and programs to celebrate our Bicentennial and reaffirm 

our commitment as citizens to this great town. 


